United States Patent and Trademark Ofhce 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OtBce 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



Tetsurou Tanimoto 



21839 7590 01/13/2009 

BUCHANAN, INGERSOLL & ROONEY PC 
POST OFFICE BOX 1404 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1404 



LEE.KYUNGS 



PAPER NUMBER 



NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE 
01/13/2009 ELECTRONIC 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 

following e-mail address(es): 

ADIPFDD@bipc.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



KJttiVrXi nvrliyjts OUff Iff fcff Jr 


Application No. 

10/829,444 


Applicant(s) 

TANIMOTO ET AL. 


Examiner 

Kyung Lee 


Art Unit 

2832 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3 to 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Klein 
et al. US Pat. 6,626,473 (US Pat. for DE 19856902 submitted by applicant). 

Klein discloses a vehicle door handle device comprising: 

an electric part 16 having a first and second face (top and bottom, figs. 2 and 3), wherein 
the electric part 16 located within an internal space of the door handle to abut an inner surface of 
the door handle at the first face (electric part abutting 40) and to form a gap 48 between the inner 
surface and the second face (gap area by 27); and 

a first elastic member 23 mounted on the second face of the electric part 16, and is 
located in the gap (portion of the member) to be pressed against the inner surface of the door 
handle and the electric part 16. 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, the handle includes a handle body 37 and a handle cover 22, 
wherein the body 37 having a reinforcing portion formed along the electric part (internal portion 
of the body 37). The reinforcing portion has a retaining groove to allow a retaining claw 43 the 
engage the handle body and the handle cover. 
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Regarding claim 5, the electric part including a first electric part and a second electric 
part (The first being the switch and the second being a device spaced apart, such as an LED, 
from the first connected via a wire.). 

Regarding claim 7, in addition to above, Klein discloses a hinge arm 10 to be pulled (col. 

2. line 23). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over BClein (cited 
above). 

Klein teaches the claimed invention except for the first elastic member supports the 
electric part on the inner surface of the door handle at the first face of the electric part. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to alter the 
flexible elastic member to the allow actuation from the inner side of the door handle instead from 
the external side, as disclosed by Klein, since such modification and use would be equivalent and 
also would have been within reach tone skilled in the art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5 . Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kjomg Lee whose telephone number is (571)272-1994. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M and W-F from 5:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kyung Lee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2832 



